	Event
	Dance/s I called
	Learning

	Christmas dance for my family (11 dancers)
	Shasha 

Chimes of Dunkirk Black Joke

Low-Backed Car 

A final waltz
	How the tunes are structured, how to time the prompts, how much to teach.  Don’t get jazzed—everyone just wants to have a good time and they want me to succeed.  If I have the calls all worked out in detail ahead of time, I can do it.

	Kitchen dance at friends house with their son on fiddle (10 dancers)
	Invented version of Low-backed Car (didn’t have my cards)
	Bring cards everywhere and look for informal opportunities to get people dancing.  Ad libbing can work and even when it messes up, people still have fun.

	Freight House: regular music jam, stuck in one dance (25-30 people, but only about 10 dancing)
	Broken Sixpence
	Don’t work with weak, un-together musicians until I’m way better.  Move my body/dance while I call to keep the beat.  Even if I don’t need the card to call, glance at it before starting teaching to be sure I don’t forget the sequence of figures.

	Lebanon NH, elementary school family dance, (David’s gig, about 100 people)
	Haste to the Wedding
	Focus on the whole group, not the few people who aren’t getting it.  Vary the calls.  This stuff can work even with 100 people including plenty of 3-4 year olds.  This was my first time working with an experienced dance band.

	Concord NH monthly contra dance, (David’s gig, maybe 60 people?)
	Broken Sixpence
	It’s great to memorize the dance and calls and work without the card.  It helps me to be able to vary the calls and to begin to get a sense of the music without silently counting between each call.  Plan it so that I don’t stop with a couple waiting out on the end but, rather, after they have come back in again.

	Sharon VT elementary school family dance, (David’s gig, about 22 people)
	Low-backed Car

Black Joke


	With younger dancers, don’t bother with details like “pass right shoulders”.  Just say to pass on to the next.  Give the band a good signal when I plan to stop.

	Woodstock VT private party,

(David’s gig, about 50ish dancers)
	Jefferson’s Reel

Haste to the Wedding
	Take John Wayne’s advice: “Talk loud.  Talk low.  Don’t say very much”, even with the microphone.  Adjust mic volume if I’m following another caller with a stronger voice.   Stop the evening while the dancers still have some energy left.  Don’t use technical terms without explaining.  How long to run each dance.


